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frour Wcrd"r in the F.pistle to the Rcmans he had Q11

tirnes suddenly c*me ts life" S{e 'saw- the priority
uver ti:e personal experience that flsws fr*m faith. I*t

in his cll.:r rryords.
'F*r 1"ears after m1" conversi*n I trael heen taugirt that the x.ay af

d*lilerance lvas tr: rsckan rnyself dead to sin and aliv* r* fiori
{Romans S. lr"} I rcq:koneci fr*m rg3o to tgzV, and the trsub}e *,as
that the more I did so the msrc alil'e to ,sin I cleirrly rvrs. I simply'
cr:uld not believe myself dead, and I rould not proriuce death. 5in
n"as srili def*ating n;*, and I sarv that sornfthing ltas fundameltt-
ally n'rcng. 5o I asked fiod t* sh*lv rne I'rl:at ryas the meani*g of
the expressicn. "I havr been crucified rvith Cltrist." It had becom*
cleer tCI mc that *.iren speaking of this subject Goel norvhcrc says
"Ycu must hc," hut always "YfflI have been." Ytt in vier,y af nry
constfint failure tiris jusc did nat srcru possiblr, u*lcss I tr,is to h*
slishonest *'ith rnysclf. i alrrr*.st turned ta the conciusisn that *n1y
rtrishsnest peoplc coukl mtke stlch statem€nts. Yet lyheneyer I
srught heip fronr othrrs I rl,as se:rt b,tck [o Ronrans 6. rr. I appre-
ciatcrl its teaciring, but I cnrild nat make out rvhy nothing resulted
frcm it. Na one, )i6u see, had poinrcd fiut to me that "kno$,ing"
{vtrse S} must precede "reckoning" {verse r r). For mcnths I u'as
troubled and pral,ed ranrc^stly, r*ading th* Scriptures and s*eking
light. i sairl Io the Lort}, "lf I r:;rnnr:t tre br*ught to see ttris rvhirh is
sc fundamrntai 1 lvill not prearh a:ry rnorfr. f lvant iirst to gct clear
on this."

'l rcmcmber one maming*iroly c;Ifl J *v*r fr:rget it!*l was sit-
ti:rg upstairs rcading Rcr:lans and tr carne to thc w*rds: "Knolving
this, th:rt *ur old man tyas crucified x'ith him" thar the brdy of sin
might b* done fllvalr, ttrat sn 'lr.e should n61 l*nger be in trondage ta
sin." Knclrfrg this! Horu ccn]rl I knorv it? I prayed, '*l,ord, opeil
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my fiyes!" tnrl tlren, in a llash, I sa1v. I had *arlier been rearling r

tcrinthinnr; r" 30: i'Yrr* are irr ehrist Jesus"' i rumed it up and

laoke6 at it again" *'"IhaI y()u are in Christ Jesus, is Cod's doing !" I[
ly&s f,mazingi Ttren if Clrist die<l, and that is certain fact' and if
Cud puf me-intr: ilim, then i must havc died too' A1l at once I sotl'

",,y-oi***ss 
lvith Ctrrist : that I 1r'as in l-lirl:, and tli:rt lvhen i Ic died I

di;d. h{y deat}r t* sin lt'as il matter of the past and not of thc iuture'

It rr as *iiuin* fnct that had darvned upon rne. Carried arvay rvith jo1'

I jump*d from my eftair and ran darvnstail's tCI the young rtln
rvorking i* the kitihen. '*ftrothtru" I sfiicl, seizing lrim by the hand+,'
,,duyail know that I h*ve died,]" I n:ust admit he ]ooked puzzled'

',Wiiat dr:r you m*iln]" 1:* cxcllirned, s* i wcllt o_n-:.'.Do.:,'o]1.n""'

]*nrrv ttrat Christ has rlied ? ilo ycu not knolv that I died rvith Him ?

L)CI 3,ou nrt knorv that nr3r 6*aitr is no l*ss truly a fact than His?"

CIh it tr.fis $(} real to me t i feit like sh*uti:tg my disccYery through

the streets nf Shangh;ri. Frcm thal da.v to this i have llevcr far crrc

r]lsrn*nf cl*utited tEc finality of tllat wnrd: "1 have hecn crucifierl

r,r.ith Christ; it is no langer I rvhei ltl'e, lrut Christ rvho livr:'s in

?nF nt 
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ft* lla,r].,al Chrirfi.r bL tl [d^{.}.

$trist.'' 
I ao not mean t0 sa)'that rve need nol rvork that out. Yes, there

is an cutrvorking of the death'which 1ve are going to see presently,

but this, first *fi11, i* basis. I have been crucified: in Christ it has

heen done"

WI:at, then, is the secre! of reckoning? To put it in one rvord,

it is revelation, We need rerrelation frorn God Flimself {Irdatt.

rd. :7; Efh" r. :7, rfi)' 'We need t* have oilr n)'es opeled to-the

fact of our union with Christ, and that is sornetl:ing more than

knolving it as a docmine" Such rer''eladon is no Yague' indefinite

thittg' hlotr *f us can remember thr dain wi:e1 lYe salri clearly

rh*tbhrist di*d for us, and rn'e ought to hc equally ctrear as to the

time rvhen we sar,v that *'e died rvith Chrisr. It should be nothing

har,v, but very defmite, for it is rvith this as basis that:n1 shail go

on. It is not ihat I reclcon rn,vsclf to be dead, and therefore I rviil
he d*ad, It is that, because I nlr dead*because I see nolg rvhat

Gtld has done,*'ith me in Christ-rfuref*rc I reckon mys*lf to be

dead. That is the right kind af reckoning. It is n*t reckoning

*ward death butforn death.
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THE $ECOND srEP: 
UE1EN so &ECKOH " . *'

reckaning mean? 'Reckoning' in Greek do-
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volrch for the ofany or the map-maker
can make, at bestnfrr the perfcct correctness

speecho rvhen rru'e try tCIfalr appr*ximations. Even 1n
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